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Sinfonietta ‘The Wayfarer’ – Eric Ball

I. Not quite together to open! Some wrong notes in bar 5 and I’m sure the tempo is semplicemente – simple! Some problems in troms before G.P. – not too long please! Good tempo here – well done. Some issues into 2 – more baritone please! Flugel rushing a bit at 3 – so much to commend though – good band this. Tuning in troms at 5 needs care. Keep it sunny – some solo lines are slightly angry sounding! And again, 1 or 2 notes ‘getting away’ into 2nd movement.

II. Balance? Bass trom very prominent. Flat key presents tuning problems into 8. Some interesting individual moments – soloists play with style. Wow! 10 is four bars of magic! Troms good at animato. I appreciate MD’s take on tempi – I don’t entirely agree, but good to see an individual approach.

III. Opening almost right – why is this so hard ????? (I know!! I’ve suffered myself from it, both with trombone and stick!) 13 – good. 14 key catches 1 or 2. 15 – please no faster – your band with appreciate it. 16 – a tempo? Awkward corners at close well handled and most technical traps well played. Quite splendid last 5 bars!

An interesting and enjoyable performance. Good band, directed with a bit of thought. You’ll know where things went slightly astray, but there were moments of real quality.

Well done and thank you.
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